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ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION
POLICIES ON UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION

Adopted September 1990

Transfer and Articulation

Amended September 1994 and May 1997

Associate and baccalaureate degree-granting institutions are equal partners in providing the first two years of
baccalaureate degree programs in Illinois. While each institution is ultimately responsible for the quality of the
programs it provides, both associate and baccalaureate degree-granting institutions are expected to work together to
assure that their lower-division baccalaureate programs are comparable in scope, quality, and intellectual rigor.

Any student admitted in transfer to an Illinois baccalaureate degree-granting institution should be granted standing
comparable to current students who have completed the same number of baccalaureate-level credit hours and should be
able to progress toward baccalaureate degree completion at a rate comparable to that of students who entered the
baccalaureate institution as first-time freshmen. To assure students of comparable treatment, it is expected that:

a. Students admitted in transfer who have earned an Associate in Arts or an Associate in Science degree from a
regionally accredited Illinois community or junior college whose general education requirement for the degree
incorporates the Illinois General Education Core Curriculum will have met the receiving institution's all-campus,
lower-division general education requirement for the baccalaureate degree (or for a second associate degree). A
receiving institution may, however, require admitted transfer students to complete an institution-wide and/or
mission-related graduation requirement that is beyond the scope of the Illinois General Education Core
Curriculum.

b. Students admitted in transfer who have satisfactorily completed the Illinois General Education Core Curriculum at
any regionally accredited Illinois college or university prior to transfer should be granted credit in lieu of the
receiving institution's all-campus, lower-division general education requirement for an associate or baccalaureate
degree. A receiving institution may, however, require admitted transfer students to complete an institution-wide
and/or mission-related graduation requirement that is beyond the scope of the Illinois General Education Core
Curriculum.

c. Students admitted in transfer who have satisfactorily completed courses within the Illinois General Education
Core Curriculum at a regionally accredited Illinois college or university should be granted credit towards fulfilling
the receiving institution's comparable all-campus, lower-division general education requirement.

d. Students admitted in transfer who have met program entry requirements and have satisfactorily completed courses
described in an Illinois Articulation Initiative Baccalaureate Major Curriculum Recommendation at a regionally
accredited Illinois college or university should be granted credit towards fulfilling the receiving institution's
comparable lower-division requirements for that specific major. Where admission is competitive, completion of a
Baccalaureate Major Recommendation does not guarantee admission.

Presidents and chief academic officers of associate and baccalaureate degree-granting institutions should provide
leadership in implementing state policies on transfer and articulation and in resolving issues of mutual concern. To this
end, the Illinois Board of Higher Education, in conjunction with the Illinois Community College Board, will regularly
convene the presidents of baccalaureate and associate degree-granting institutions and system academic leadership to
assess the status of state policies on transfer and articulation and to resolve any issues that arise.

Program faculties from both associate and baccalaureate degree-granting institutions should take primary responsibility
for developing and maintaining course and program articulation agreements and for promoting compatibility between
associate and baccalaureate curricula.
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Associate and baccalaureate degree-granting institutions should work together to expand opportunities for students to
complete baccalaureate degrees. Through formal partnerships, associate and baccalaureate institutions should jointly
encourage baccalaureate degree completion and provide information on the transfer process, guidance in program and
course selection, and orientation to the academic environment to prospective transfer students. Dual admission, "2+2,"
and similar articulation and transfer agreements should be developed to facilitate the transfer of students.

Colleges and universities should assure that transfer students have the same opportunities as other students to participate
in the social, cultural, and academic support services necessary for their integration into the campus community.

A statewide system for monitoring the academic progress of cohorts of community and junior college students who
transfer to baccalaureate degree-granting institutions shall be established by the Illinois Board of Higher Education in
cooperation with the Illinois Community College Board and baccalaureate degree-granting institutions. This information
should serve as the basis for the regular review and improvement of the undergraduate curricula, support services, and
articulation and transfer agreements of associate and baccalaureate degree-granting institutions. The Illinois Board of
Higher Education, in consultation with the Illinois Community College Board, will examine institutional and statewide
trends in student transfer and degree completion and will use these analyses to make necessary modifications to policies
on articulation and transfer.
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